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George H. W. Bush

From Wikiquote

George Herbert Walker Bush (born June 12, 1924) was the forty-first
President of the United States. He is married to Barbara Bush, and is the
father of George W. Bush.
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Sourced

= |tis possible to tell things by a handshake. I like the “looking in the eye"
syndrome. It conveys interest. | like the firm, though not bone crushing
shake. The bone crusher is trying too hard to "macho it.: The clammy or
diffident handshake — fairly or unfairly — get me off to a bad start with a
person.
= | etter to Gary Hanauser (18 September 1979), as quoted in All the
Best, George Bush : My Life in Letters and Other Writings
(2000), p. 282

= |t just isn't going to work, and it's very interesting that the man who invested
this type of what | call a voodoo economic policy...
= Speech at Carnegie Mellon University (10 April 1980), allegedly
referring to Ronald Reagan

To all who mourn a
son, a brother, a
husband, a father, a

= We love your adherence to democratic principles and to the democratic friend — | can only
process. offer you the gratitude

= Toasting Ferdinand Marcos in 1981, as quoted in "A Test for of a nation, for your

Democracy" by George Russell, Time magazine (3 February 1986); loved one served his

country with distinction
and honor.

also quoted in "Understanding Some Aspects of Philippine-U.S.
Relations in this Season of Peace and Goodwiill"

- ;
Think about every problem,
every challenge, we face. The
solution to each starts with
education.

ad

(http/Amww.yonip.com/main/articles/understanding_some_aspects_of_ph.html) (28 November
2002) by Jovito R. Salonga

= You don't have to go to college to be a success ... We need the people who run the offices, the people
who do the hard physical work of our society.
= Statement to the students of East Los Angeles' Garfield High School (5 May 1988)
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= |'mthe one who will not raise taxes. My opponent now says he'll raise them as a last resort, or a third

resort. But when a politician talks like that, you know that's one resort he'll be checking into. My
opponent, my opponent won't rule out raising taxes. But | will. And The Congress will push me to raise
taxes and I'll say no. And they'll push, and I'll say no, and they'll push again, and I'll say, to them, Read
my lips: no new taxes.

= Speech at the 1988 Republican National Convention (18 August 1988)

This is America: the Knights of Columbus, the Grange, Hadassah, the Disabled American Veterans, the
Order of Ahepa, the Business and Professional Women of America, the union hall, the Bible study
group, LULAC, "Holy Name'—a brilliant diversity spread like stars, like a thousand points of light in
a broad and peaceful sky.

= Speech at the 1988 Republican National Convention (18 August 1988)

This is Pearl Harbor Day. Forty-seven years ago to this very day, we were hit and hit hard at
Pearl Harbor.
= Bush addressing the American Legion in Louisville, Kentucky (7 September 1988), three months
prior to the actual anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor (7 December 1941).

To all who mourn a son, a brother, a husband, a father, a friend — I can only offer you the
gratitude of a nation, for your loved one served his country with distinction and honor." ...
"Your men are under a different command now, one that knows no rank, only love; knows no
danger, only peace, May God bless them all.
= Ata memorial in Norfolk Virginia for the 47 crew members Killed in an explosion aboard the
battleship USS lowa (BB-61). - "Bush Fights Tears at Memorial”, By Susan Page. Newsday
Washington Bureau. Newsday. Long Island, N.Y.: April 25, 1989. pg. 04

I don't have to stand here and defend the campaign of 1988. I'd be perfectly prepared to do it, but | was
elected. I put confidence in the American people, their ability to sort through what is fair and what is
unfair, what is ugly and what is un-ugly, and be as positive as possible.
= News conference (7 November 1989) (http://www.presidency.ucsh.edu/ws/index.php?
pid=17762)

I do not like broccoli and I haven’t liked it since | was a little kid and my mother made me eat
it. And I’m President of the United States and I’m not going to eat any more broccoli. Now
look, this is the last statement I’m going to have on broccoli. There are truckloads of broccoli at this very
minute descending on Washington. My family is divided. For the broccoli vote out there: Barbara loves
broccoli. She has tried to make me eat it. She eats it all the time herself. So she can go out and meet the
caravan of broccoli that’s coming in.

= YouTube clip News conference (22 March 1990) (http//www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIKmp-

Ualzg)

This will not stand, this aggression against Kuwait.
= Remarks to reporters (5 August 1990)

Clearly, no longer can a dictator count on East-West confrontation to stymie concerted United Nations
action against aggression. A new partnership of nations has begun. And we stand today at a unique and
extraordinary moment. The crisis in the Persian Gulf, as grave as it is, also offers a rare opportunity to
move toward an historic period of cooperation. Out of these troubled times, our fifth objective—a new
world order—can emerge: a new era, freer from the threat of terror, stronger in the pursuit of justice,
and more secure in the quest for peace. An era in which the nations of the world, east and west, north
and south, can prosper and live in harmony.
= Speech to joint session of Congress (11 September 1990), as quoted in Encyclopedia of
Leadership (2004) by George R. Goethals, Georgia Jones Sorenson, and James MacGregor
Burns, p. 1776 (httpz//books.google.comvbooks?id=kjLspnsZS4UC&pg=RA4-
PA1776&dg=%220ut+of+these+troubled-+times+our+fifth+objective+a+new+world+order+can+emerge%22 &num=100&ei=JoabR-
ieJZjSigH106CoCg&ie=ISO-8859-1&sig=75hwmo0dYLCTYEO SWyXaECUpMzA) and
Confrontation in the Gulf; Transcript of President's Address to Joint Session of Congress
(http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html1?
res=9COCE6DF113CF931A2575AC0A966958260) The New York Times. September 12,
1990.

This is an historic moment. We have in this past year made great progress in ending the long era of
conflict and cold war. We have before us the opportunity to forge for ourselves and for future
generations a new world order, a world where the rule of law, not the law of the jungle, governs the
conduct of nations. When we are successful, and we will be, we have a real chance at this new world
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order, an order in which a credible United Nations can use its peacekeeping role to fulfill the promise
and vision of the U.N.'s founders. We have no argument with the people of Irag. Indeed, for the
innocents caught in this conflict, | pray for their safety.
= WAR IN THE GULF: THE PRESIDENT; Transcript of the Comments by Bush on the Air
Strikes Against the Iraqis (http:/query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?
res=9D0CE2DF1F3AF934A25752C0A967958260) The New York Times. January 17, 1991
(NYT transcript of Bush speech from the Oval office January 16, 1991, (Eastern time) two hours
after air strikes began in Iraq and Kuwait.)

= Think about every problem, every challenge, we face. The solution to each starts with
education.
= Announcement of the America 2000 Education Strategy (18 April 1991) What Work Requires of
Schools Pg 2 (http://wdr.doleta.gov/SCAN S/whatwork/whatwork.pdf) .

= We're going to keep trying to strengthen the American family. To make them more like the Waltons and
less like the Simpsons.
= Statement (http//www.snpp.com/other/articles/firstfamily.html) at the 1992 Republican
Convention on the animated sitcom, The Simpsons, sometimes misquoted "America needs to be a
lot more like The Waltons and a lot less like The Simpsons."

= My dog Millie knows more about foreign affairs than these two bozos.
= Quoted in Barry Hillenbrand (30 October 2000), "Global Warnings
(http:/Awww.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,998337-3,00.html) ", Time; attributed as a
1992 remark about Bill Clinton and Al Gore

= Trying to eliminate Saddam, extending the ground war into an
occupation of Irag, would have violated our guideline about not
changing objectives in midstream, engaging in **mission creep,” and
would have incurred incalculable human and political costs.
Apprehending him was probably impossible. We had been unable to find
Noriega in Panama, which we knew intimately. We would have been forced
to occupy Baghdad and, in effect, rule Irag. The coalition would instantly
have collapsed, the Arabs deserting it in anger and other allies pulling out as
well. Under those circumstances, furthermore, we had been self-consciously
trying to set a pattern for handling aggression in the post-cold war world.
Going in and occupying Irag, thus unilaterally exceeding the U.N.'s

mandate, would have destroyed the precedent of international response to This is bigger than
aggression we hoped to establish. Had we gone the invasion route, the U.S. politics; this is about
could conceivably still be an occupying power in a bitterly hostile land. It saving lives, and | must
would have been a dramatically different — and perhaps barren — confess I’m getting a
OUtCONE. huge kick out of it.

= A World Transformed (1998) by George H.W. Bush and Brent
Scowcroft; also as an excerpt
(http//mwww.thememoryhole.org/millbushsr-irag.htm) in Time
Magazine in 1998.

= Whose life would be on my hands as the commander-in-chief because I,
unilaterally, went beyond the international law, went beyond the stated
mission, and said we're going to show our macho? We're going into
Baghdad. We're going to be an occupying power — America in an Arab
land — with no allies at our side. It would have been disastrous. We don't
gain the size of our victory by how many innocent Kids running away —
even though they're bad guys — that we can slaughter. ... We're American

soldiers; we don't do business that way. I do not like broccoli
= A statement to a reunion of Gulf War veterans (February 28, 1999) and | haven’t liked it

as quoted in "Bush tells Gulf vets why Hussein left in Baghdad" by since | was a little kid

S.H. Kelly, Pentagram (3 March 1999) and my mother made

me eat it. And I’'m

, . . . President of the United
= Even though I'm a tranquil guy now at this stage of my life, | have States and 1’'m not

nothing but contempt and anger for those who betray the trust by going to eat any more
exposing the identity of our sources. They are, in my view, the most broccoli.
insidious of traitors.
= Speech at CIA headquarters to Agency employees (26 April 1999)
(https:/Amwww.cia.gov/news-information/speeches-testimony/1999/bush_speech_042699.html)
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= Most of the money that President Clinton and I raised has not been spent yet, and it will go
into reconstruction. ... This is bigger than politics; this is about saving lives, and | must confess
I’m getting a huge Kick out of it.
= Statements to press (20 February 2005), on serving with former political rival Bill Clinton in their
efforts to raise money for tsunami recovery.

On Apologizing for America

Bush used the phrase "never apologize for the United States" frequently during the 1988 presidential campaign
and had promised never to apologize several months prior to the July 1988 shooting down of an Iranian
passenger plane by a United States naval vessel.[1] (http//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran_Air_Flight 655)

= | will never apologize for the United States — | don't care what the facts are... I'm not an
apologize-for-America kind of guy.
= Statement as Vice-president, during a presidential campaign function (2 Aug 1988), commenting
on the Navy warship USS Vincennes having shot down Iran Air Flight 655 in a commercial air
corridor on July 3, killing 290 civilians, as quoted in "Perspectives”, the quote of the week section
of Newsweek (15 August 1988) p. 15; also quoted in "Rally Round the Flag, Boys"
(http:/www. time.comvtime/printout/0,8816,968407,00.html) by Michael Kingsley in TIME
magazine (12 September 1988)
= "I'll never apologize for the United States. Ever. | don't care what the facts are," Bush told
about 200 members of his newly formed Coalition of American Nationalities, a group with
representatives of ethnic backgrounds from about two dozen countries. Bush attributed his
indiscriminate support for the nation to his belief that the United States is **the only hope for
freedom and democracy"* in the world and that **no other country is strong enough to lead
the free world."”
= Variant, as quoted in Campaign '88/ " I'll never apologize for the United States” by
Judy Wiessler in Houston Chronicle (3 August 1988) p. 6. The Houston Chronicle did not
indicate that the quote referred to the Iran Air 655 shootdown.
= We must never apologize for the United States of America.
= Speaking at the service club's honors banquet attended by 254 people at the Bluffs Holiday
Inn, Council Bluffs, lowa, late January 1988. "Bush Sidesteps Campaign Talk In the Bluffs"
by C. David Kotok in Omaha World - Herald Omaha, Nebraska [lowa Edition] (30
January 1988), pg. 1
= ""| will never apologize for the United States,"" the Vice President declared recently. *'I
will stand up for her."
= "Bush, a Cautious Front-Runner Again, Avoids Attacks and Personal Campaigning™
(http//query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.htmi?
res=940DEFD9103EF934A15751C0A96E948260) by Gerald M. Boyd in The New
York Times 27 February 1988, p. 1.8.
= "'|'m not an apologize-for-America kind of guy.**
= Speaking to a women's group in Concord, NH in February 1988. Dole and Bush:
Dramatic Contrast of Styles . . . Bernard Weinraub, Special to the New York Times.
New York Times. (Late Edition (East Coast)). New York, N.Y.: February 7, 1988. pg.
A32
= |f | amelected president, I will never apologize for the United States. | will strengthen
her and make her a beacon of freedom and liberty!
= Late April 1988, at a campaign stop at the Scranton Wilkes-Barre airport, in response to
protesters of the Reagan administration's policies in Central America. Bush Vows to
Attack Joblessness. Edward Power. Philadelphia Inquirer. Philadelphia, Pa.: April 26,
1988. pg. A.8
= My view, is let Mike Dukakis go around there and talk about pink slips, despair,
pessimism in the United States. I'll be the guy out there talking about hope and
opportunity and challenge, and the fact that the United States is the best, the fairest, the
most decent nation on the face of the earth. Let them apologize for America, and let me
lead her to new greatness.
= Speaking to supporters in Washington D.C. May 4, 1988. Voters face clear choice, Bush
says; [THIRD Edition] STAFF, WIRE REPORTS. Boston Globe (pre-1997 Fulltext).
Boston, Mass.: May 4, 1988. pg. 13.
= "Bush, who ... came of age in World War 11, instinctively identified with the crew members and
captain on the Vincennes. He said he would not apologize for the incident. "I will never
apologize for the United States of America!" he frequently declares in campaign speeches.”
= "Nominees' Beliefs Grounded in 2 Views of America; Bush Is Motivated By Pragmatism,
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Noblesse Oblige” by David Hoffman in The Washington Post [FINAL Edition] (30
October 1988) p. a.01
= "TWW II] helped formulate his view of America as a military power: clearly in the right, with no
shades of gray. "I will never apologize for the United States of America", Mr. Bush has said
frequently."”
= "The 1988 Elections Man in the News: George Herbert Walker Bush; A Victor Free to Set
His Own Course" (http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?
res=940DEEDB143CF93AA35752C1A96E948260) By Gerald M. Boyd in The New
York Times (9 November 1988)
= "And I'll be honest with you, it's a joy to serve with a president who does not apologize
for the United States of America."
= in his closing remarks at a Vice-Presidential debate with Geraldine Ferraro in Philadelphia,
PA, in October 1984. Bush, Ferraro Clash at Civic Center CHRISTOPHER HEPP.
Philadelphia Daily News. Philadelphia, Pa.: October 12, 1984. pg. 3

Inaugural Address (1989)

Washington, D. C. (20 January 1989) Full text online at Yale University
(http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/inaug/bush.htm)

= | have just repeated word for word the oath taken by George
Washington 200 years ago, and the Bible on which I placed my
hand is the Bible on which he placed his. It is right that the
memory of Washington be with us today, not only because this is our
Bicentennial Inauguration, but because Washington remains the

A President is neither prince

Father of our Country. And he would, I think, be gladdened by this nor pope, and | don't seek a
day; for today is the concrete expression of a stunning fact: our window on men's souls. In
continuity these 200 years since our government began. fact, 1 yearn for a greater

We meet on democracy's front porch, a good place to talk as tolerance, an easy-goingness

about each other's attitudes

neighbors and as friends. For this is a day when our nation is made .
and way of life.

whole, when our differences, for a moment, are suspended.

= | come before you and assume the Presidency at a moment rich with promise. We live ina
peaceful, prosperous time, but we can make it better. For a new breeze is blowing, and a world
refreshed by freedom seems reborn; for in man's heart, if not in fact, the day of the dictator is over. The
totalitarian era is passing, its old ideas blown away like leaves from an ancient, lifeless tree. A new
breeze is blowing, and a nation refreshed by freedom stands ready to push on. There is new
ground to be broken, and new action to be taken. There are times when the future seems thick
as a fog; you sit and wait, hoping the mists will lift and reveal the right path. But this is a time
when the future seems a door you can walk right through into a room called tomorrow.
Great nations of the world are moving toward democracy through the door to freedom. Men and women
of the world move toward free markets through the door to prosperity. The people of the world agitate
for free expression and free thought through the door to the moral and intellectual satisfactions that only
liberty allows.
We know what works: Freedom works. We know what's right: Freedom is right. We know how to
secure a more just and prosperous life for man on Earth: through free markets, free speech, free
elections, and the exercise of free will unhampered by the state.

= We must act on what we know. | take as my guide the hope of a saint: In crucial things, unity;
in important things, diversity; in all things, generosity.

= 'America is never wholly herself unless she is engaged in high moral principle. We as a people
have such a purpose today. It is to make kinder the face of the Nation and gentler the face of
the world.

= The American people await action. They didn't send us here to bicker. They ask us to rise above the
merely partisan. "In crucial things, unity" — and this, my friends, is crucial.

= A President is neither prince nor pope, and I don't seek a window on men's souls. In fact, |
yearn for a greater tolerance, an easy-goingness about each other’'s attitudes and way of life.

= | do not mistrust the future; | do not fear what is ahead. For our problems are large, but our
heart is larger. Our challenges are great, but our will is greater. And if our flaws are endless, God's
love is truly boundless.
Some see leadership as high drama, and the sound of trumpets calling, and sometimes it is that. But | see

...wikiquote.org/.../George_H._W._Bu... 5/6



31/05/2009 George H. W. Bush - Wikiquote
history as a book with many pages, and each day we fill a page with acts of hopefulness and meaning.
The new breeze blows, a page turns, the story unfolds. And so today a chapter begins, a small
and stately story of unity, diversity, and generosity — shared, and written, together.

Disputed

= No, I don't know that atheists should be regarded as citizens, nor should they be regarded as patriotic.
This is one nation under God.... | support the separation of church and state. I'm just not very high on
atheists.
= Attributed to Vice President Bush by Robert I. Sherman, an atheist organization activist, in
Sherman's account of a news conference (http//www.robsherman.com/advocacy/060401a.htm)
held by Mr. Bush at O'Hare Airport in the presence of reporters from the Chicago political press
corps, along with members of the White House press corps, August 27, 1987. There are no video
nor audio recordings of this, nor has anyone else ever confirmed the accuracy of the quote. The
veracity of the quotation is disputed by nobody in particular.

Quotes about Bush

= The sort of man who steps out of the shower to take a piss.
= Widely quoted remark of an anonymous Texan, published in The Right Nation : Conservative
Power in America (2004) by John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridge, p. 33; also published
as a book excerpt in the The New York Times (28 November 2004)
(http:/Awww. nytimes.com/2004/11/28/books/chapters/1128- 1st-mick.html?
pagewanted=print&position=)

= Poor George. He can’t help it. He was born with a silver foot in his mouth.

= Former Texas Governor Ann Richards, in a keynote address at the 1988 Democratic National
Convention (18 July 1988)

= As you are aware, the President is a religious man who neither supports atheism nor believes that atheism
should be unnecessarily encouraged or supported by the government.
= Presidential counsel C. Boyden Gray (21 February 1989), in a letter to Robert Sherman
(http/Amww.robsherman.com/advocacy/bush/thirdfax.pdf) in response to a demand that Bush
apologize for remarks about atheists.

External links

= Biography at The Official White House site (http:/Awww.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/gb41.html)

= George H. W. Bush's Inaugural Address (http://mww.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/presiden/inaug/bush.htm)

= George Herbert Walker Bush profile at Rotten.com
(http/Amww.rotten.comvlibrary/bio/presidents/george- hw-bush/)
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